[Clonal change of HTLV-1 infected lymphocytes before onset of adult T-cell leukemia/lymphoma].
A 73-year-old HTLV-1 infected male developed overt ATL following 3-years observation, and the clonality of HTLV-1 infected cells changed before overt ATL onset. 10 micrograms of DNA, extracted from mononuclear cells was digested with PstI, and the clonal proliferation of HTLV-1 infected cells was examined by Southern blotting with LTR probe. 4 bands were observed 3 years prior to ATL onset, and 2 different bands were detected 2 years and 6 months later. This suggests that in some ATL cases, the clonality of monoclonally proliferated HTLV-1 infected cells may be changeable before overt ATL onset.